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THE 
ADVENTURES 
Wo 
Guildford Jack-Davw. 


TP HERE was a little boy, of an | 
active diſpoſition, at Guild- 


ford, in Surrey, whom we call 


William Sprightly ; he was much 
indulged by his parents, who hardly 
knew how to refuſe him any thing. 
Such parents, however, we muſt 
obſerve, by indulging and humour- 
ing their favourite children, ſpoil 
and ruin them. For, if they are 

B not 


2 ADVENTURES OF THE 


not checked and corrected for their 
faults, but rather applauded and 
_. carefled for them, when they come 
abroad into the world, the effect of 
this education muſt be deplorable. 
As the poet obſerves 


Of all the arts that 2 human kind, 
The iſt muſt be the culture of the mind, 
And of the objects that our care employ, 
The moſt momentous is the riſing boy. 


One Sunday this little boy Wil- 
liam being idly diſpoſed, without 
acquainting his parents, agreed with 
ſome of his companions to ftroll 
away a bird's-neſting inſtead of 
going to church. 


Little 


Lr e 


GUILDFORD JACK-DAW. 3 


Little do children think of the 
conſequences of ſabbath- breaking. 
It is worth our notice, that the 
greateſt offenders, when they come 
to execution, if they are ſenſible of 
their crimes, generally confeſs that 
the neglect and abuſe of the Lord's- 
day was that which firſt led them 
into the greateſt wickedneſs. Re- 
member that thou keep holy the ſabbath- 
day, is God's command: and if we 

B 2 are 


4 ADVENTURES OF THE 


are Chriſtians, we ſhall love to wait 


on him in his houſe, pray to him 
for bleſſings in time and eternity, 
and gratefully acknowledge the obli- 
gations his children are under for 


creation, preſervation, and redemp- 
tion. 


A walk about two miles was 
agreed on. In Loſely-grove there 
was a great probability of meeting 
with neſts. Hither they arrived 


without any material occurrence, 


But though I hate to hear about 
ghoſts and apparitions, and other 
ſuperſtitious 8 7 yet I with theſe 
boys had heard of a ſtrange ſtory of 
the man's ghoſt, walking in a pit, 
before you come to Loſely; and 
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GUILDFORD JACK-DAW. 5 
that it had been the means of ſtop- 
ping that cruel ſport of bird's- 
neſting. If it had been dark, I 
am ſure it would have checked 
them, and they would have ſlunk 


along like ſo many thieves : for is it 


not amazing, that though a murder 
had been committed in this place ſo 
many years ſince, and the man was 
hanged at the market-houſe in the 
town of Guildford (as you may ſee 
in the picture) 
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6 ADVENTURES OF THE 
yet the ignorant people in that 


neighbourhood will ſuppoſe ſuch 


ridiculous nonſenſe ! I myſelf knew 
a poor old woman, who being called 
up in the night to take a farewel of 
her dying brother, who lived at 


Compton, ſooner than pals by this 


ſpot, went miles round, 


How particularly careful ſhould 
parents be, in endeavouring to pre- 
ſerve their children from theſe little 
| horrors of imagination, which they 
are apt to contract when they are 
young, and are not able to {hake off 
when they are in years! And let 
children remember to pray that they 
may have the friendſhip and protec- 
tion of the Almighty Lord of hea- 

ven 
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Chir prokr JACK-DAW, 7 
ven and earth; and when they he 
down in their beds, recommend 
themſelves to his care and protec- 
tion; when they awake give them- 
ſelves up to his direction, beſeech- 
ing him to grant them his grace and 
aſſiſtance. Here we give you a re- 
preſentation of two excellent chil- 


dren who follow this method, 


, 2. * * — — o "x 1 
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5.2 tr WA 

* * o 4 a? . 
. 


but their names we are not permitted 
to make public; for, {ay they, we 


do 


B ADVENTURES OF THE 
do not this to obtain the praiſe = 


men, 


We brought our little readers to 
Loſely-grove, and only ſtepped back 
to that romantic pit, rendered ter- 
rible to ſome folks, that we might 
expoſe their folly. 


Little WILLIAM, never the laſt 


in a ſcheme of the ſort for which 


we obſerved they came hither, im- 


mediately on their arrival climbed 
up a particular tree. But my read- 
ers muſt forgive me, if I again di- 


greſs from my ſubject to deſcribe 


the ancient manſion, about an hun- 
dred yards from the tree. 


This 


This houſe, of which we here give 


you a picture, was built above two 
hundred years ſince. The building 
is large, though formerly much more 
ſpacious. For report ſays that it 


had once three hundred and ſixty- 


five windows, and that one ſide of 
it was burnt down many years ſince. 
The building is of ſtone, and there 
15 a neat conſecrated chapel belong- 


ws 
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TO ADVENTURES OF THE 

ing to it, as alſo a long gallery fur« 
niſhed with pictures, and a ſpacious 
hall, where a good many years ago 
there was a large collection of ar- 
mour, formerly worn in battle, be- 
fore gunpowder was invented. In 


this houſe lived a noble family, who 


did great charities in the neighbour- 
hood. They are now all dead, ex- 
cept two of the ladies, who were ſo 


affected with loſing their friends, 


that they left the place. The houſe 
is now let to a very good gentleman, 
who, it was ſaid, before he came, 
would keep up the good old cuſtom, 
and become a great benefactor to 
the pariſh. And indeed I am happy 
to ſay, we are not diſappointed. For 
beſides his charities, he employs a 

gentleman 


A. 


GUILDFORD JACK-DAW, 11 
gentleman as his chaplain, and has 


opened the chapel for public wor- 


ſhip, that the neighbours may have 
a place near to worſhip God. And 
at his own expence, he has made a 
very pretty place of the chapel. An- 
other thing I muſt obſerve, that in 
theſe dear times when the poor can 
hardly buy bread for their families, 
I am well informed that he employs 
his poor neighbours with good wages. 
And he will find the advantage, for 
all will be ready to work for him, 
After mentioning theſe things, can 
any body believe that if this good 
gentleman, who is ſo humane to the 


poor, and is ſo deſirous of their be- 


ing happy here and hereafter, had 
lived at this place when theſe naughty 


4 boys 
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12 ADVENTURES QF THE 


boys broke the ſabbath, and robbed 


the poor birds of their young; can 


9 


any body ſuppoſe, I ſay, that he 
would have ſuffered it? no! no 
he would have fent for the conſtable, 
and put them 1n priſon I warrant 


you. 


But to return to my ſtory. Little 


WILLIAM when he had mounted 
the tree found a neſt; but it was in 
a hole out of his reach. So he ſays 
to one of his companions, another 
little lively rogue in the company, 
whoſe name was James Collins, 
Jem, run to one of the houſes at 


Compton, and borrow a pair of 


* tongs, or I ſhall never be able to 
« reach the young ones.” Collins 
immediately 


-_ an Aa\ af 


GUILDFORD JACK-DAW, Ig 


immediately went to the village, 
which was about half a mile diſtant, 
and brought the tongs. The little 


artful boy WILLIAM then drew 
out ſix jack-daws. 


But what comfort could he given 
the mother who had loſt her young 
ones! wretched muſt be the poor 
creature; her heart broken,—ready 


to die with grief: —indeed it is im- 
poſſible to deſcribe -her diſtreſs! O 


how mercileſs are mankind ! Is there 
among all the creatures, one ſo ſa- 
vage as man, or fo fooliſh and ab- 
ſurd in his actions? See how wick- 
edly theſe tyrants of men breed up 
their children. It is certain that all 


C animals 
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14 ADVENTURES OF THE 


animals are ſuſceptible of pain and 
pleaſure as well as we; yet in this 
principle our children ar2 bred up, 
and one of ths firſt pleaſures they 
are allowed, is the licence of inflict- 
ing pain upon animals. 


Forbea., thoughtleſs boy, that vile plunder 
forbear ! | 
Don't deprive the poor birds of their 

(ht young! 
1 See their dam, apprehenſive, ſits trembling 
With fear, 
Wi And her mate has ſuſpended his ſong: 
Will Ere thy hand its unthinking intent has ful- 
. 

Pauſe a while, and give ear to a friend; 
Let pity now plead: if thy heart be not 

ſteel'd, | 
To its ſofter emotions attend. 


Remember 


7 


GUILDFORD JACK-DAW. 15 
Remember, parental affection is ſtrong 
Ev'n in birds, tho” ſo trifling they ſeem; 
Wich anxious attention they watch o'er their 


young, 
| Whom to loſe a misfortune they deem. 
With how much aſſiduous labour, the neſt 
Of auch ſimple materials they're made; 
To line it, they pluck the ſoft down * 
their breaſt, 
That theif brood ſafe and warm may be 
laid. 


J hope you, my little readers of 
this ſtory, will not give way to this 
or other vile diſpoſitions ; for, re- 
member, the firſt indulgence in any 
view of ſuch a temper, though in 
the moſt trifling caſe, will make you 
| loſe the abhorrence you ought to 


have for it; the next will reconcile 


you to it; and fo you will go on, 


C2 ſtep, 
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16 ADVENTURES OF THE 
ſtep by ſtep, till it has got a com- 


plete maſtery over your reaſon ; your 
hearts will grow more and more 


hardened, your love for your fellow- 


creatures will grow leſs and leſs, and 
thus ſtepping from one vice to an- 
other, you may be brought to that 
ſhameful and terrible puniſhment, 
which we ſo frequently ſee inflicted 
upon thieves aad robbers, 


My little readers will recolle& 
that there were fix jack-daws. On 
reviewing the prize, the little arch- 


Togue WILLIAM obſerved one of 
| theſe birds to be quite naked and 


unfledged — without any feathers ; 


and thinking it ſickly in compariſon 


with the others, to ſhew how ſoon 
children 


CUILDFORD fAcR- DAW. 17 
children are tempted to deceive each 
other, with an air of cheartulnels, he 
faid, © here Jem, you ſhall have 
« this bird for the trouble in getting 


« the tongs ;”” and down he toſſed 
the poor bird. 
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Little WILLI AM got nothing in 
the end by his artfulneſs, for ſingu- 
lar is it, the five hearty-looking 
daws lived but two or three days. 


In the fall, the poor deſpiſed bird, 
C3 (whom 
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18 ADVENTURES OF THE 


(whom we propoſe as the hero of 
this ſtory, and call the Guildford 
Jack-daw) broke his leg; and in 
_ miſerable ſtate he was conveyed 

Guildford, it being fome time 
0 the accident was diſcovered. 
Jack's maſter immediately carried 


his prize home to his mother, Who 


ſhewed great humanity to the poor 
fellow, putting him into a baſket 
with ſtraw, and keeping him near 
the fire... _ 
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EVILDFORD JACK-DAW, 19 
By this good woman's attention 
and care, Jack recovered of his ac- 
cident. He was allo fo happy as 
never to want a belly-full ; this wo- 
man fed him with bread and butter, 
and pudding ; for Mr. Jack was not 


fatisfied with bread only, When 
grown ſtronger he pleaſed himſelf 


with running about the houſe, and, 
after ſome time, condeſcended to 
feed himſelf ;——his miſtreſs obſerv- 
ing him for the firſt time to pick 
up a piece of cabbage. But tor a 
week afterwards, they were obliged 
to feed him, fearful he would be 
ſtarved. 


The firſt adventure of our hero 
was as follows; ſtraying from his 
apartment 


420 ADVENTURES OF THE 
apartment into the paſſage, he ob- 
ſerved a hen with chickens, and 


thought it would not be amiſs to 
cultivate a friendſhip with her, as 
ſhe ſeemed a good motherly ſort of 


a creature. The hen obſerving him 


to hop about, and perceiving him to 


approachi her with great familiarity, 


uncertain whether he was friend or 


enemy, 1n fear for her brood, vio- 


lently fell on him and broke his leg 


ſecond time. 
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GUILDFORD JACK-DAW. 21 
Into his baſket was Jack again 
conveyed, where he continued under 
confinement about a fortnight, and 
again recovered. What is very 
ftrange, but I mention it as a proof 
of his ſociable and forgiving diſpo- 
fition: after his recovery, Jack 


again attempted to ſcrape acquain- 


tance with the ſame hen, who per- 


ceiving him an inoffenfive ſort of 
a fellow, admitted our hero into the 
company of herſelf and family. And 


he actually rooſted with them at the 
next neighbour's hen-houſe, for near 


two years. 


After 
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22 ADVENTURES OF THE 


After this, his miſtreſs's two ſons 
bought a cage for Jack; of which 
he was particularly fond, but never 
would ſuffer the door to be ſhut. 
He conſtantly rooſted in this cage, 


and though he ſometimes ran away, 


yet he always returned. And if 
night was drawing on, when his 
miſtreſs carried the cage towards the 


ſpot where he was, and put it on the 
ground, Jack very readily entered 


his habitation. 


When 


GUILDFORD JACK-DAW, 23 
When a little more than two years 
old, Jack became acquainted with 
all the boys in the town; but for 
one little boy, named John Barret, 
who lived in a houſe adjoining, he 
ſhewed a moſt conſtant and laſting 
affection. He knew the very found 
of this little boy's feet, and always 
called him by one of theſe two 
names, Jack, or Will. This boy 
was uſed to come down ſtairs fre- 
quently in the night ; and notwith- 
ſtanding the jack-daw was in the 
cage in his miſtreſs's houle, yet the 
ſound of little John's feet in the ad- 
joining court, was never unknown 
to our ſagacious hero, for he always 


called to him. And till his death 


little John could never paſs by with- 
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24 ADVENTURES OF THE 


out Jack's diſtinguiſhing him, and 


calling out to him. When Jack was 
at any time benighted or loſt, as we 
obſerved, he would joyfully enter 
his cage when brought to him, but 
what is ſtrange, he never would an- 


ſwer any perſon who called to him 


beſides his little favourite. It may 
not be improper here to inform my 
little readers, that no wonder is to 


be made that the jack-daw was ſo 


partial to John Barret, for I am cre- 
dibly informed that this little boy 
was very much beloved by his ſchool- 


fellows, that he was a very good boy, 


and particularly fond of his book 
and ſchool. So fond, that he him- 


ſelf with a becoming boldneſs and 


manlineſs, petitzoned a gentleman 
to 
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GUILDFORD JACK-DAW. 25 
to ſtand his friend, and get him ad- 
mitted into the charity-{chool at 
Guildford, urging that he could 
read his Bible. And well did this 


little boy ſeem to feel the force of 
theſe words of the poet: 


The praiſes of my tongue 
I offer to the Lord, 
That I was taught, and learnt ſo young 
To read his holy word, 


Into this {chool he was admitted, 
not long after he made application; 
and when there, I underſtand, he 
ſhewed how deſerving he was of en- 
couragement, for he was conſtant, 
regular, and attentive, and by his 
diligence and application could put 
many little idle boys to the bluſh. 
on D.-:- And 


26 ADVENTURES OF THE 
And from his good behaviour, joined 
with his induſtry, his friends are 
convinced he will make lome figure 
in the world. 


It will be neceſſary here to ſtep 
back again to inform my little 
readers that John Barret muſt ſurely 
have been a good boy at the dame's 
{chool, in the lane near his mother's 
houſe; for Jack conſtantly attended 
on the oppoſite wall, or at the 
ſchool-window, till he returned 
home. And afterwards when little 
John removed to the maſter's {chool, 
the bird followed after, and waited 
for him, till he returned. 


Tohn Barret was alſo as conſtant 
and 
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and attentive at church as at ſchool, 
I do not find he ever miſſed one 
Sunday. The firſt time Jack ſaw 
the little boy's mother combing and 
drefling him for church, this affec- 
tionate bird ſtayed cloſe by him, 
and as he went, followed after, and 
fat as near as he could to him. But 
as this cauſed thoſe little boys and 
girls to laugh, who neither knew the 
benefit of meeting at church, nor 
are willing that others ſhould ; and 
as it occaſioned many others to be 
inattentive to the ſervice, care was 
taken that Jack ſhould not be ad- 
mitted a ſecond time. However he 
always took his ſtation abroad at 
one of the windows till the ſervice 
was ended. Indeed every thinking 
D 2 perſon 
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perſon, who conſiders the awfulneſs 
of the place, notwithſtanding they 
would enjoy Jack's company at an- 
other time, muſt with to diſpenſe 
with ſuch interruptions when they 
aſſemble and meet together, re- 
membering theſe words of the wiſe 
man, Ecclef. v. 1. Keep thy 


Foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of 


God, and be more ready to hear than 


to give the ſacriſice of fools: for 


they conſider not that they do evil.“ 


Here we ſhall remark ſome of the 
favourite ſubjects in the Bible our 
good little boy particularly noticed 
and was well acquainted with. It 
was his favourite book in the firſt 
place, well aſſured of the intire truth 


ol 
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of it. The book of Geneſis in the 
Old Teſtament was moſt read by 
him. And how well could he de- 
ſcribe ſome parts! He could inform 
you, my little readers, very particu- 
larly, how God made the heaven 
and earth out of nothing. That 
God faid, let there be light, and there 
was light, How he made the fun, 
moon, and ſtars: alſo the fiſhes, 
fowls, and cattle; how he cauled 
the graſs to grow for the cattle, and 
herb for the ſervice of man whom he 
was about to make; how he brought 
forth food out of the earth —wine— 
and oul—and bread : and, at laſt 
how he created the firſt man Adam : 
all which was done in fix days. Then 


be could inform you, that God reſted 
9 te 
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the ſeventh day from all his work 
which he had made, That God bleſſed 


the ſeventh day, and ſanctiſied it, and 
that the ſabbath-day was made for 
man, to promote his holineſs and 
comioft. 


But little John did not ſtop here, 
he would tell you that the Lord 
God took the man, and put him in 
a beautiful garden called Eden, to 
dreſs 1t, and to keep it. And that 
the Lord cauſed a deep ſleep to fall 
upon Adam, and he ſlept : and he 


took one of his ribs, and cloſed up the 
fleſh inſtead thereof. And the rib 


which the Lord God had taken 


from man made he a woman, and 


He hike-- 


brought her unto the man. 
wiſe 
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wiſe could well deſcribe how this 
happy pair continued not long in 

this ſtate of favour with God, for 
that being tempted by Satan, they 
ate the forbidden fruit, which 
b brought death into the world, 
N and all our woe.” 
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Theſe things my little readers will 
find in the three firſt chapters of 
the book of Geneſis, 
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32 ADVENTURES OF THE 
Then Cain and Abel much took 


his attention. This 1s an account 


of the firſt murder. The ungodly 
Cain, firſt hating and afterwards 
murdering the righteous Abel. 


And Cain talked with Abel his 
brother: and it came to paſs, ſays the 
ſacred hiſtorian, when they were in 
the field, that Cain roſe up againſt 
Abel his brother, and flew him. 
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The ark which the Lord com- 
manded the patriarch Noah to build 
was allo a favourite ſubject of our 


little good boy. And with reaſon. 


The fad effects of Adam's tranſ- 
greſſion did now appear in the uni- 
verſal corruption of his poſterity. 
Wickedneſs was now come to ſuch 


a height, that God was reſolved to 


cure the evil, by the deſtruction of 
the ſinners. But herein, how Won- 
derful appears God's patience and 
long-ſuffering. He gave them fair 
warning of what was coming upon 
them: after having condemned 


them and the whole earth to be 


drowned with a flood, he allowed 
them an hundred and twenty years 
for a ſpace to repent, Noah, a 

| man 
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ADVENTURES OF THE 

man eminently righteous in that ge- 
neration, by faith being warned of 
God of things not ſeen as yet, moved 


_ with fear of the approaching flood, 


and, notwithſtanding manifold ſcoffs 
from his neighbours, prepared an 
ark to the ſaving of his houſe. And 
Noah at the command of the Lord 
went in and his ſons and his wife, 
and his fons wives with him into the 
ark, becauſe of the waters of the Hood. 
Of clean beaſts, and of beaſts that are 
not clean, and of fowls, and of every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
there went in two and two unto Noah 
into the ark, the male and the female 
as God commanded Noah, And the 


Lord ſlut ham in. 


And 
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And it came to paſs after ſeven days, 
that the waters of the flood were upon 
the earth, Then did the clouds 
from above, and the wells from be- 
low, ſo long beneficial to mankind, 
now concur to deſtroy them. What 
multitudes, who had deſpiſed God's 
warnings, now periſh by his hand ! 

And how ineffectual is every at- 

tempt to eſcape. And the flood was 

” forty days upon the earth, And the 

waters 
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36 ADVENTURES OF THE | 


waters bore down every thing before 


them. And all fleſh died that moved 
upon the earth, Every living ſub- 
ſtance was deſtroyed, which was upon 
the face of the ground, both man and 
Cattle, and the creeping things, and 


the fowl of the heaven, and they were | 


deſtroyed from the earth: and Noah 
only remained alive, and they that 
were with him in the ark. In this 


ark did Noah and his family and 


the animals continue, a year and ten 
le E 

The tower of Babel alſo much 
engaged little John's attention. And 
of this as well as the other hiſtories 
from God's book he could give my 
Uttle readers very particular accounts. 

| | But 


A _ 
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tial * 


DDS 


But Pg and his brethren was 
2 {ubject in which he was moſt par- 
ticularly intereſted. And well he 
might, for all forts of people are af- 
{jected with that well-written ſtory. 
For only confider the malicious ha- 
tred of Joſeph's ten brethren againſt 
him, becauſe he informed his father 
of their crimes! How they con- 
ipired to murder him; then put 


him in a pit, where they thought of 


ftarving kim, and afterwards fold 
FE: him 
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him into Egypt. Then the man— 
ner in which they deceived their 
aged father, by taking his little coat 
of many colours, Wining it with | 
blood, telling their father that a | 
wild beaſt had devoured his little 


— 7r—?ẽ — —— — — — 


| | 
| ; 
Then the wonderful account of | 

joleph's advancement to be ruler | 
| 


over all the kingdom of Egypt, 
ve hich God ordained for the main- 
tenance 
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tenance of his father and family, 
when there happened in the country 
where they lived a ſcarcity of vic- 
tuals. Flow - his brethren came 
down to Egypt to buy corn; Jo- 
teph's knowing them, and ſending 
them home to his father with their 
{acks filled with corn; and at laſt 
the good old man's arrival in Egypt, 
where he died, after living {ome 
years with his beloved ſon Joſeph. 


And in the New Teſtament, the 
little boy was always moſt happy in 


reading the Golpe! Hy St. Jahn: - 
The account of the crucifixion of 


the Lord Jelus Chriſt he was moſt 
particular in reading. 
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He was ſhocked at the cruelty of lo 
the Jews to him who left his throne 5 
of glory in Heaven, and was made oy 
man to ſave them; the effect of K 
which is well exprefſed by the poet, {0 
whoſe little collection 1s in moſt chil- ol 
dren's poſſeſſion. 11 
N Ol 
Bleſt be the Lord that ſent his Son : IT! 
To take our fleſh and blood; | 11 
He for our lives gave up his own, „ cl 

To make our peace with God. 1 

Ha 
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He honour'd all his Father's laws, 
Which we have diſobey'd ; 

He bore our ſins upon the croſs, 
And our full ranſom paid. 


But then John very properly ob- 


ſerves, that we are as unkind to him 
as the wicked Jews; for we are for- 
getful of his wonderful mercy and 
loving-kindneſs, and by our fins 
continually wound him afreſh. If 
my little readers are defirous of 
knowing now this littlè boy became 
ſo well acquainted with the hiſtory 
of Jeius, we can inform them that 
it was by reading a curious life of 
our Saviour taken from the Teſta- 
ment, and given him by a gentle- 
man who heard ſomething of his 
character. This book John has ſafe 
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42 ADVENTURES OF THE 
at his mother's, and, I dare tay, will 
preſerve it as long as he lives. 


Having thus far treſpaſſed on my 
little readers“ patience, in giving a 
good account of Jack's favourite 
boy, we proceed in our narrative; 
and I ſhall endeavour to be faithful, 
only I cannot poſitively be aſſured 
whether every particular incident 1 18 
related in proper order. 


The laſt remarkable accounts of 
Jack we related, were his attending 


his favourite to church and ſchool. 


In the beginning of this curious 
work, we gave an account of Jack's 
forgiving diſpolition, in alſociating 
with the hen and her family after 
the 
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rhe rough treatment he had expc- 
rienced ; that he conſtantly mani- 
felted a ſocial temper we could 
produce an hundred inſtances. In- 
deed his winning familiar conduct ſo 
attached him to the inhabitants of 


Guildford, that he had his regular 


houtes of call, where his good- 
natured friends carefully n at 


their windows pieces of cal ke and. 


other nice things; theſe places he 
conſtantly viſited. 


But one night poor Jack was 
much afirighted ; for having ſtaid 
abroad ſo late that he was unable to 
find the way home, he flew to fome 
trees in a ſhrubbery belonging to a 
gentleman's houſe in the neighbour- 
hood, where he expected to paſs a 

xlancholy 
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44 ADVENTURES OF THE 
melancholy night. But being quite 


dark (nine o'clock in the winter- 
ſeaſon) and raining moſt violently, 


his miſtreſs began to be uneaſy, and 


ſomebody ſaying he was in that 
quarter, ſhe went with a lanthorn 
and his cage, and Jack entered with 
no little ſatisfaction. 


We mentioned juſt now Jack's 


ſriends hoarding up nice cake and 


other things for him; theſe civilt- 
ties cauſed Jack not to be always ſa- 
tisfied with his own neighbourhood 
indeed he ſhewed a great par 
tiality for the town. His object 
was ſome boys at play; and on the 
tops of the neareſt houſes he would 
fit with much viſible ſatisfaction, 


and talk to them. When his fa- 


vourite 
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vourite, John Barret, was at marbles 
with other boys, and happened to 


tole or go away, Jack would ſeize 


the marbles and halfpence, and carry 


them to his favourite. 


But John Barret found this bird 
an 1nconvemence ſometimes. For 
inſtance, if the boy was at play at 
hoop and hide, or any other play in 
which he hid himieift, Jack always 
diſcovered him. So towards the 
evening the boy brought Jack home, 
thut him in the cage, with the door 
towards the wall, which prevented 
his following after and ditcovering 
him. x 


Our hero, notwithſtanding he 
gave much picaſure to the people, 
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was, once or twice, the cauſe of 
great terror: an inſtance we ſhall 
record. One evening when it was 
dark, and Jack was unable to find 
his way home, he took refuge in a 
bed-chamber belonging to a baker, 
where he often ſtole plumbs and 
ginger-bread. At night, the fer- 
vant going to bed with a candle in 
his hand, the bird {as ſuppoſed) ter- 
rified with the light, and awaking 
ſuddenly from his ſleep, flew at the 
candle, and put the room in dark- 
neſs. It is impoſſible for me to de- 


ſeribe the ſurprize and aſtoniſhment 


of the poor man; he trembled and 
quaked like an aſpen- leaf, and was 
unable to recover for a very long 
time. 


Juſt 
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Juſt above, we mentioned ſome- 
thing about plumbs and ginger- 
bread, which brings us, as faithful 
hiſtorians, to give account of the 
faults as well as perfections of our 
hero. At ſome houles in Guildford 
there are plumb-cakes ſet up for ſale 
at the outſide of the windows; from 
theſe cakes Jack has been known 
frequently to pick plumbs; but this 
action his good-natured friends 


over-looked. indeed, we are obliged 


to ſay, Jack was frequently found 
guilty of thieving, but being a 
grand favourite he was not brought 
to trial. One, among other 1n- 
ſtances remembered of him, was, 
that while ſome boys in the Mill- 
mead, near Jack's habitation, were 
catching fiſh, he flew from the 

F 2 houſe, 
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houſe, and carried away ſome of 
them in his bill. Here, remember, 
we do not offer any excuſe for Jack's 
behaviour, 


While we are talking of partiality, 
we know 1t has been obterved that 
Particular marks of kindneſs and 
* bounty are beſtowed on perſons 


% who are favourites, whether they 
ce deſerve it or no, while perſons 


«© more meritorious are neglected ; 
« and that thus it will be where 
{ perſons are led more by humour 
c than judgment.” Notwithſtand- 
ing any ill-natured reflections which 
may be made, we ſhall not be 


_ aſhamed to confeſs the great par- 


tiality we always indulged for our 
{agacious, entertaining hero. And 


We 
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we have all the little boys and 
girls in Guildford on our fide. And 
here we think proper to introduce a 
conſtant good friend of our hero's, a 
baker who hved next door, and 1s. 
well known to all the boys and girls 
in the neighbouthood for his ex- 
cellent little cakes and ginger-bread. 
From this friend, Jack received 
every indulgence. The cunning 
bird knew the proper time to go to 
the bake-houle for broken pieces of 
ginger-breadl and other nice things, 
which were put 1n a particular place 
for him. 


Ve find Jack ſometimes the oc- 
caſion of men's laying wagers ; a 
cuſtom which ſenſible men do not 
approve of, An inſtance we ſhall 

F z mention. 
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mention, When Jack was about 
tour years old, and flying after little 
Barret, according to cuſtom, two 
men ſtood at the door of a public 
houſe. One of them knowing Jack, 
ſaid to the other, I will lay you 
a wager I can fetch that bird into 
e the houſe:“ upon which he calls 
to John Barret; as ſoon as he en- 
tered the door the bird immediately 


followed him, and the man won his 


wager. 


Our hero, among other unlucky 
cuſtoms, was guilty of fighting, but 
then it was generally in defence of 
his favourite. And it was a com- 
mon ſight to ſee boys pretend to 
beat John Barret, and the jack-daw 
immediately fly to his defence, and 

peck 
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peck their legs till the blood came. 
In one of his tricks, Jack moſt ſe- 
verely ſuffered. Next door to his 
miſtreſs's houſe was a child at nurſe; 
Fack, one day, while the nurſe was 
up ſtairs, flew on the cradle in which 
the child lay, and diſturbed it by 
pecking its hand. The nurſe, on 
hearing the child cry out, came 
down ſtairs in a violent hurry, and 
finding Jack to be the caule, in a 
moſt terrible paſhon knocked him 
down and broke his wing. After 
about a month's confinement, Jack 
recovered of this accident. 


Jack was well known by every 
one who had been but a few hours 
in Guildford. Some ſoldiers were 
io taken with his actions, that they 

caught, 
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caught, and carried him to Godal- 
ming, a neighbouring town, from 
whence in about a fortnight, with 
ſome difficulty, he was brought 
back to his indulgent miſtreſs. 


Among other good qualities which 
Jack poſſeſſed, we mention that he 
was a great friend to early riſing. 
When the owner of the bird got up 
to her work, ſhe uſed conſtantly to 
hang Jack in his cage at the door. 
The cage-door (as we obſerved) be- 
ing always open, Jack took it in his 
head to give his favourite notice 
that it was time to get up. But 
how does this bird reproach thoſe 
ſleepy mortals who waſte their pre- 
cious hours in ſleep and indolence. 


Our Maker never intended man 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be idle; for it is ſaid, that 
in Paradiſe, God ſet the man to 
dreſs and keep the garden; and 
fince the fall of man, induſtry has 
been expreſsly enjoined us. The 
world, remember, produces nothing 
but briers and thorns, till ſubdued 
by the ſweat of the brow. *© A little 
* more ſleep, a little more ſlumber, 
« a little more folding of the hands 
& to ſleep,” the fluggard requires: 
any little excule is eaſily ſeized to 
ſuſpend your diligence, and trifle 
away your time. But when a great 
deal of the day, as well as the night, 
is waſted on your bed; when you 
riſe heavy, and not refreſhed from 
your morning or mid-day ſlumber- 
ing; it can hardly be but that irre- 
gular appetites muſt have dominion 

over 
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over you. Our Saviour, when he 


condeſcended to dwell on earth, in 
every thing ſet forth a bright ex- 
ample, for thole who love him to 
follow; and we read that he often 


roſe before day, and retired to pray. 


But you may ſee what comes of 
idleneſs and lazineſs by thoſe gen- 
tlemen and ladies, who, poſſeſſed of 
affluence, become in ſome meaſure 
exempted from labour; they are 
always ill of the gout, or the head- 
ach, or ſome infirmity or other. 
We will leave them to do as they 
like, for they are ill becauſe they 
will not work and be well; and 
how ſeldom are they who get up 
early in the morning, and follow 

| their 
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their daily labour, troubled with 
gouts or head-achs ? 


It is a good old maxim, 


Early to bed and early to riſe, 
Is the way to be healthy, and wealthy, and 


wiſe. 
And, 


He that will thrive, 
Mutt riſe by five. 


He that has thrivn, 
May lie till ſev'n. 


The Jack-daw's method of call 
ing up his favourite boy, was, as 
follows; he knew the chamber 
where John Barret flept, and he 
uſed to rap at the window with his 
bill till the boy awaked ; nay, he 

continued 
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continued knocking till he came up 
to the window. Some time after 
this, a pane of glaſs being broken, 


i he uſed to hop into the room and 
4 ſtand upon the piliow till the boy 
4 awaked, pecking, his brother, who 
flept with him, about the face, till 
he got away from his favourite. 
Here we are at a loſs to determine 
by whom the window. was broken. 
Many conjectures have pailed on 
this matter, but it is generally de- 
termined to be one of Jack's un- 
lucky actions: for when he was en- 
abled to get into the room, who 
ſhewed to much happinets as he? 


It now remains that we give ſome 
account of poor Jack's death. Un- 
der his laſt illneſs he languiſhed 

| almoſt 
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almoſt three weeks. The occaſion 
of his death was as follows : a very 


naughty boy who lived in the 


neighbourhood, with a prong wan- 
tonly knocked the poor bird off a 
poſt on which he was fitting, by 


which means his leg was broken 2 


third time. 


When this cruel creature was 
Zone, Jack with ſome difficulty flew 
into the houſe of John Barret's 


8 mother, 
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58 ADVENTURES OF THE 
mother, where he ſettled on a chair, 
and ſoon after, became to all appear- 
ance lifeleſs. He was, indeed, car- 
rieJ as dead into the houſe of his 
kind patroneſs and ſupporter. The 
good woman, much diſtreſſed at the 
ſituation of her entertaining compa- 
nion, and finding his leg again bro- 
ken, took every poſſible care of 
him. But one day, falling from the 
cage, he appeared to take no notice 
from that time till his death, except 
at intervals, when John Barret called 
to ſee him, at which times he 
ſeemed to revive, and to call after 
him as uſual, Jack—IWill—-Two 
o'clock, and the like. | 


Jack had funeral honours paid 
to him. He was buried in a white 
. Paper 
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paper coffin, near his favourite 
ſpot, in the month of March, 1793. 


The boy who killed the poor 
jack-daw had an uncomfortable life 
of it for ſome time. All his com- 
panions ſhunned, beat, and abuſed 
him. He was ſeverely flogged at 
ſchool by his maſter, and people 
continually pointed him out as the 
murderer of the entertaining Guild 


ford Jack-daw. 


END OF THE GUILDFORD IAcRk- DAW. 
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AT the ſolicitation of a friend, 
is ſubjoined to the entertaining 
Adventures of the Guildford Jack- 
daw, the Hiſtory, in verſe, of the 
CoNcEITED MAG PXE. 


Where, or when this Magpye 
lived, we do not pretend to ſay; 
neither can we vouch for the truth 
of the tale. 


We are likewiſe ſorry to inform 
our little readers, that we were 
unable to procure a hkenels, 
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A Marr, of her cage grown tir'd, 


Had long her liberty defir'd ; 


III fed, as ſhe was cloſe confin'd, 


A clear eſcape he well deſfign'd : 


The door left open on a day, | 
Mag took French leave, and opp s away. 


With NDF ſhe ſought a neighb'ring wood, 
Where various tuneful birds the view'd : 
But {triving here to join the train, 

She found her utmoſt efforts vain : | 
The little ſongſters, fill'd with dread, 
Soon as they ſaw the ſtranger, fled ; 
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'The larger ſort, as on ſhe went, 
Approach'd, but with no good intent ; 
Upon the truant bird they fall, 
Reſolv'd to chace her, one and all. 


From tree to tree the wand'rer roves, 


And with “ Poor Mag!” ſhe fills the 
groves; | 
Till forc'd to quit the friendly ſhade, 


And by her babbling throat betray'd, 


Surpriz'd by thoſe ſhe fled in vain, 
They bear her to her cage again. 


More cloſe confin'd, how hard her lot! 


Yet thoſe who knew her, pity not: 
Taught now her folly to deſpiſe, 
Pining, ſhe Jive —neglected, dies. 


APPLICATION, 


Our young readers will find the 
moral to imply, that thoughtleſs 
and 


MAG PVE. "= 
and imprudent indeed mult be thoſe 
children or youth, who can, for a 
moment, entertain an 1dea of de- 
ſerting, or removing themſelves, for 
ever ſo ſhort a time, out of the 
care of their parents, relations, or 
guardians ; in which caſe, they can 
look with no degree of probability 
tor a reception from any, but ſuch 
as deſign their harm. Indeed, we 
may be aſſured, that they will either 
heedleſsly run upon their own de- 
ſtruction, or, to avoid danger, re- 
turn with ſhame and ſorrow to thoſe 
with whom they might have re- 
mained with honour and ſafety. 


Tis by the friend's, the parent's fide, 
That in moſt ſafety youth abide ; 
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But while unwilling to obey, 1 

Danger they meet whene'er they ſtray. 
: grace and right experience ſhow 
, FCS How they the dang'rous paths may know ; 
= Teaching what beſt 15 to be done, 
_- What they ſhould ſeek, and what ſhould 
; e ond 2 
And how to find thoſe ways, with eaſe, 
That lead to JESUS and to peace. 
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